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Library, Archive and Museum Services
Tel: +44 (0)20 3075 1543

Email: history@rcplondon.ac.uk
www.rcplondon.ac.uk/thomasbrowne

Step-free access. Closed: weekends, public holidays and
for RCP ceremonies — see website for details.
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Sir Thomas Browne (1605—-82) was a doctor, writer, collector A team led by Professor Claire Preston at Queen Mary Brown e’ S
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and his mind wide open. the first time all his letters and notebooks. It is our hope
that, by bringing this exhibition to the Royal College of
Physicians — where Thomas Browne was a fellow and where
his son became president — Browne will be restored to the

At his home in Norwich, Browne spent nearly 50 years
observing his patients, his collections of plants and animals,
and the world around him. He cultivated his garden, and

Collector

Browne was a passionate collector. His home
‘ was filled with a wide variety of plant and
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records his observations and experiments. Both were well through an English winter.
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constructed a fantasy one: the ‘Musaeum
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Physician

Browne received the best medical
education of the age. He studied at Oxford,
Montpellier, Padua and Leiden universities,
where he absorbed the importance of
empirical observation and experiment, and
studied botany, dissection and the recent
theories of the circulation of blood.

He developed alifelong interest in culture
and custom — observing that culinary and
ritual habits varied across Europe — as well
as a fascination with urine and diseases of
the skin.

Writer

Browne was catapulted to literary fame
in his mid-thirties, when an unauthorised,
pirated edition of his book Religio medici
(‘The religion of a doctor’) was published
in 1642.

Browne went on to write his widely
successful myth-busting opus, Pseudodoxia
epidemica (1646), as well as meditations on
arange of topics, from death to gardening
and the significance of the number 5. Other
subjects that inspired his writing were the
Anglo-Saxon language, burial mounds,
falconry and cymbals.

In turn, Browne inspired many well-known
literary figures. In the words of Virginia
Woolf: ‘Few people love the writings of Sir
Thomas Browne, but those who do are of
the salt of the Earth’.




