
27 April – 26 October 2012

Im
ag

e:
 a

na
to

m
ic

al
 in

st
ru

m
en

ts
 –

 w
oo

dc
ut

 il
lu

st
ra

tio
n,

 
of

 th
e 

hu
m

an
 b

od
y

O
n 

th
e 

fa
br

ic
 o

, A
nd

re
as

 V
es

al
iu

s, 
15

43
.

yy

An exhibition revealing the hidden history of the Royal 
College of Physicians’ anatomical tables – some of the oldest 
surviving human anatomy preparations in the world

‘Curious anatomys’:
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RoRoyay l College ofof P Phyhysisicians, 11 StSt A Andndrer ws Place,
ReRegegentnt’ss P ark, Lononddon NW1 4LE.

OpOpenen; ; MoMondday–F–Frir day, 9am–5pmpm, , frfreeee entry.

EvEvenening g anand weweekekend visitingng
MoMondayay 2 21 1 MaMay,y, 5 5pmpm–77pm
SaSatuturdayay 7 7 JJululy,y, 1 11a1am–m–4ppm
SaSatuturdrdaya  222 2 SeSeptptemembeber r 11amam–4–4pmpm
MoMondndayay 88 OOctctoboberer, , 5p5pm–m–7p7pmm

LiLibrbrarary,y, A Arcrchihiveve a andnd M Mususeueum m SeServrviciceses
TTTTTeTel:l: + +4444 ( (00)2020 3 307075 5 15154343 
EmEmEmEmaaaia l:aiail:l: h hisistotory@rcpcplolondndonon.a.ac.c.ukuk

wwwwwwwww.w.w.w.rcrcrcrcplondonndoonn.acac.u.uk/k/mumuseseumum-g-gardenn

SteSteSteStep-fp-fp-fp-freereereeree access. Closedededed we we we weekeeeeekeekendsnds, p, publublic ic holholidaidays ys andand fo forr 
RCPRCPRCPRCP cec remremremremonionionon es e – s– s– s– see eeee webebebebsitsitsitite fe fe fe for or or or detdetdetdetdetdetailails.s.

UndUndUndUndergergergerground nd nd nd stastastastations: GG Great Portland Stttreereereereet,t,t, t, Reet,t RegRegentent’s ’s Park k
anandandand WaWaWaWarrerrerrerren Sn Sn Sn Stretretretreet.et.et.et.

e Royal College of Physicians holds a rare The 
et of six anatomical tables. The tables are set

visually spectacular – displaying human v
veins, nerves and arteries dissected at the
University of Padua’s famous anatomy 
theatre in the 17th century, skilfully
arranged on to wooden panels, recreating 
the systems in the body.

For the fi rst time in their history, the tables are
on ffulull l public display, alonngsg ide beautifully
illusttrarateted,d, r are anatomy tetexts by Andreas 
Vesaliliusus a andn  William HHararvevey y ana d loans from 
the Huuntntereriaian n Museumum a at t ththee Royal Coollllege e of
Surgeoeonsns, ThThe e GoG rdonon M Mususeeum of Patathoholology, 
and Chriristst’s’s C Colllelegege, , CaCambmbriridge.

‘ Theseeee iiiinnnntttteeeerrrreeeessssttttiiiing rrrreeeemainssss 
[[[[ttttrrrraaaacccceeee]]]]  tttthhhheeee fifififi rrrrsssstttt sssstttteeeeppppss bbbbyyyy whhhhich 
pppphhhhyyyyssssiiiicccc wwwwaaaassss   eeeellleeeevvvvaaaatttteeeedddd  ttttoooo tttthhhheeee 
ddddiiiiggggnnnniiiitttyyy ooffff aaa  sscccciiiieeeennnncccceeee’’’’ 
Sir Henry Halford, RCP president, 1823
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‘ Curious anatomys’: 
an extraordinary story of 
dissection and discovery
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